CHILDRENS THEATRE FOUNDATION OF AMERICA
2022 Aurand Harris Special Initiative Grants
for Small/Mid-Sized Theatres

2022 Aurand Harris Special Initiative Grant Focus and Application Instructions
The 2022 Aurand Harris Special Initiative Grant will fund small and mid-sized theatres for antiracist/equity initiatives that directly move Equity/Diversity/Inclusion (EDI) practices forward in
the organization or creative work of the applicant.

In 2022, the Childrens Theatre Foundation of America (CTFA) will award Harris Special Initiative
Grants, up to $3,000 each, to small/mid-sized theatres that serve young audiences. These grants
are intended to benefit the field of theatre for children and youth, to support the mission and
values of CTFA, and to honor the intentions of playwright Aurand Harris.
Aurand Harris (1916–1996) is one of this nation's most published and performed playwrights for
children and youth. Harris had a deep concern for artists, particularly playwrights, who devoted
their careers to creating quality theatre for young audiences, and for theatres who produce
theatre for children. Through the generous donation of Aurand Harris’ author royalties, CTFA is
able to support the work of American theatre artists.
CTFA Mission: The Childrens Theatre Foundation of America believes that our future success,
resiliency, and sustainability relies on placing equity at the center of every aspect of what we do.
We define equity as a collaborative, continual process to ensure fair access to all. CTFA
challenges and supports theatre artists to achieve excellence in service to young people.

We Value:
•
Children and Youth
•
The Art of Theatre
•
Excellence
•
Innovation
•
Equity
•
Diversity
•
Inclusion
CTFA Equity/Diversity/Inclusion (EDI) Statement:
CTFA recognizes the existence of institutional and structural racism in the field of theatre for and
with youth. We are committed to dismantling these existing structures within CTFA and to offer
resources and support to the field to do the same.
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The Foundation will support theatre artists and organizations that have been historically
marginalized and socially, politically, and economically excluded, as well as those whose work
addresses past and current injustices.
GRANT EVALUATION CRITERIA: Grant applications will be evaluated on an applicant’s
•
anticipated impact within their community,
•
their ability to bring live theatre experiences to children and families, and
•
how their proposed project relates to CTFA’s mission, values, and the 2022 grant focus
of addressing anti-racism/equity initiatives that directly move EDI practices forward in
their organizational practices or in the creative programming of the applicant.
WHO MAY APPLY: 501c3 IRS certified nonprofit theatres in the United States, who have held that
status for at least three consecutive years, possessing a public record of artistic work, with an
annual operating budget of under a million dollars, and the ability to provide a one-to-one
funding match. In-kind salaries and services may be considered for matching funds.

Applicant theatres, without their own non-profit status, may apply under another organization’s
501c3 IRS certified nonprofit status if that organization is an active partner in the proposed
project.
FUNDING PERIOD: The 2022 Aurand Harris Special Initiative Grants will fund projects beginning
no earlier than July 1, 2022 and completed by August 15, 2023.
2022 HARRIS GRANTS CAN FUND:
•

PEOPLE: Fees for playwrights, directors, designers, education directors, teaching artists,
anti-racism consultants and trainers.

or
•

EQUIPMENT: Payment for light boards, sound equipment, curtains, lights, media tools,
that will be used to allow companies and artists who might not otherwise be able to
afford these resources to more effectively reach their audiences and to improve the
quality of their work.

or
•

TRAVEL: Costs to bring collaborative teams together including, touring, travel to
conferences or festivals and anti-racism training opportunities

2022 HARRIS GRANTS WILL NOT FUND:
•

general operating support such as funding for the regular and ordinary
projects/programs that are part of the on-going work or season of the applicant

•

free ticket programs or ticket subsidies
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•

projects that are already underway

•

projects that do not include a one-to-one match. In-kind salaries and services may be
counted if they are earmarked for the specific project being proposed

•

activities undertaken for academic credit

•

projects that do not align with CTFA’s mission, values, and the 2022 anti-racism/equity
grant focus

ADDITIONAL REQUIREMENTS:
•

•

Recipients must include the CTFA logo in all official programs, publications and marketing
and the statement: “Funded in part by an Aurand Harris Theatre Grant from the
Childrens Theatre Foundation of America.”
Recipients must submit a final report including an evaluation, outcomes and a budget
summary of income and expenses of the project – due August 30, 2023.

FUNDING RESTRICTIONS:
•
•

Applicants may submit only one proposal per year to the Foundation.
Priority consideration will be given to applicants who have not received CTFA funding in
the past two years.

APPLICATION UPLOADS: In addition to completing the online application form, applications must
include the following attachments:
•

A project budget using the template provided.

•

A copy of an official IRS determination letter indicating 501c3 IRS certified nonprofit
status.
o If you are submitting this application under the umbrella of another organization,
attach their 501c3 letter and a letter from the organization explaining how they
are involved in the proposed project.

•

Attach bio(s) for primary artistic staff involved in the project.

SUBMISSION DEADLINE: To be eligible for consideration, completed applications must be
received by 12 PM PST/3 PM EST on Sunday, March 6, 2022. Email confirmation will be sent
upon receipt of the application.

Send questions with the subject line “2022 HARRIS GRANT (Applicant Name)” to
ctfaharrisgrant@gmail.com.
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